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Romans 1:1-17 
 
 

Romans: The Book That Produces Liberation 
 
Liberation—the act of setting someone free from imprisonment, slavery, or 
oppression; release—freedom from limits on thought or behavior 

1. Augustine—6th century theologian—one of the most influential minds in 
church history 

2. John Wesley—heard the reading of the preface to Romans written by 
Martin Luther 

3. Martin Luther—while delivering lectures to students 

 
ROMAN ROAD TO SALVATION 
 
Roman 3:23 
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” 
 
Romans 6:23 
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” 
 
Romans 5:8 
“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 
Romans 10:9-10 
“that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that 
God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one 
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation.” 
 



 
THREE THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT THE BOOK OF ROMANS 
 

1. The ORIGIN 

Paul is the author—a servant of Jesus Christ—called to be an apostle—separated 
unto the gospel of God 
 
A. Jewish name was Saul—of the tribe of Benjamin—named after the first  
king of Israel 
 
B. After his conversion—Damascus road experience, he used his Roman  
name, Paul (Acts 13:9), because “his Roman name gave him rights and  
privileges, on his missionary journeys, that non-Romans could not enjoy.” 
 
C. Paul was divinely called and separated (made holy) to preach the gospel  
of Jesus wherever and whenever he had opportunity. 
 
 

2. The Occasion of the Epistle 

 
A. The letter was written in A.D. 56 or 57–near the end of Paul’s third  
missionary journey. 
 
B. Romans 1:7 reveals that the letter was written to “all that be in Rome,  
beloved of God, called to be saints.” 
 
C. At the time of this writing, Paul had never been to Rome. This was a letter  
of introduction to make the Roman people aware of his yearning to visit  
them and to share the gospel he preached. 
 
Romans 1:16 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.” 
Romans 1:16 NKJV 



 
“If you want to study the life of Christ, you go to the Gospels. If you want to study 
the history of the church, you go to Acts. If you want to study about the second 
coming of Christ, you go to the Book of Revelation. However, if you want to study 
theology, you turn to the Book of Romans because it is written so there would be 
no confusion about the theology that Paul preached.” 
 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
Romans can be divided into five sections: 
 
INTRODUCTORY SECTION—Romans 1:1-17 
 
TEACHING SECTION—Romans 1:18-8:39 
 
SALVATION SECTION—Romans 9:1-11:36 
 
PRACTICAL SECTION—Romans 12:1-15:13 
 
CONCLUSION SECTION—Romans 15:14-16:27 
 
A CAREFUL READING OF ROMANS, COUPLED WITH ITS TRANSFORMATION OF A 
PERSON, WILL LIBERATE THEM FROM PREJUDICE, SELFISHNESS,DOCTRINAL 
CONFUSION, RELIGION, AND GUILT, ETC 
 
 
 


